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On July 17, Human Rights Defense Committee (CODEH) president Ramon Custodio called on
President Rafael Callejas to veto an amnesty decree recently approved by the national congress.
As currently articulated, he said, the decree would exonerate military officers guilty of abuses
of authority. Berta Oliva, leader of the Honduran Committee of Relatives of the Disappeared
(COFADEH), said the amnesty would permit "many cases of victims of torture, abductions and
assassinations to be closed." She called the decree "an affront to justice." The Plataforma de Lucha,
a coalition of labor organizations, sent a letter to President Callejas charging that the amnesty
violates terms discussed in a national "concertacion" (cooperation) dialogue among labor groups,
government officials and private sector representatives. The letter said the government had
agreed to free political prisoners and agricultural workers who were jailed for participating in land
occupations, not members of the security forces guilty of abuses. Armed forces chief Gen. Luis
Alonso Discua called on opponents of the decree to bear in mind that "military officers are also
Hondurans." (Basic data from ACAN-EFE, AFP, 07/17/91)
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